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Reginald G. Golledge is an Above-Scale Professor of Geography at UCSB with interests in Behavioral 

Geography, including wayfinding, disaggregate transportation modeling, spatial cognition, cognitive 

mapping, individual decision-making, household activity patterns, the acquisition and use of spatial 

knowledge across the life-span, and spatial concerns of disabled people. His research has included work 

on adults, children, teenagers, mentally retarded persons, and adventitious and congenitally blind 

people. He has had more than two decades of experience in designing survey instruments and collecting 

data in both field and laboratory situations. He has published extensively in the literature of several fields 

including geography, regional science, and cognitive psychology.  

Professor Golledge has written or edited 15 books, more than 100 chapters in books, more than 

150 papers published in refereed academic journals, and about 150 miscellaneous publications including 

technical reports, book reviews, published research notes, and so on. He has presented more than 300 

papers at local, regional, national, and international conferences in geography, regional science, 

planning, psychology, and statistics. He received an Association of American Geographers Academic 

Honors Award in 1981 and the Institute of Australian Geographers International Gold Medal in 1999. He 

was a Guggenheim Fellow in 1987–1988. He is an Honorary Life-Time Member of the Institute of 

Australian Geographers, a Fellow of the American Association for the Advancement of Science, and a 

Fellow of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences. He has received an Honorary LLD from Simon 

Fraser University (Canada) and an Honorary PhD from the University of Götenburg (Sweden). He received 

a Distinguished Academic Alumni award from the University of Iowa, was named the Researcher of the 

Year by the U.S. Consortium on GIS, and was presented with the Grosvenor Medal for Geographic 

Education by Southwest Texas State University. He was given the UCSB 2005–2006 Outstanding 

Graduate Mentor Award, and, in 2006, he was awarded the Lifetime Achievement Honors of the 

Association of American Geographers. He has been Associate Editor and Editor of the journal 

Geographical Analysis and a Founding Editor of the journal Urban Geography. He has served on Editorial 

Boards of the Annals of the Association of American Geographers, The Professional Geographer, 
Tijdschrift Voor Economische en Sociale Geografie, Environment and Behavior, and The Journal of 
Spatial Cognition and Computation, and he has been a reviewer for many different journals, as well as for 

the National Science Foundation, the National Institute of Justice, the National Institute of Health, the 

Canada Council, the Australian Research Grants Council, and the European Science Foundation. 

Professionally, he has served on national research grants committees, on the AAG Honors Committee, 

and three times on the AAG Program Committee—acting as chair of that committee for the San Diego 

Meetings. In 1998–1999 he was elected Vice President of the Association of American Geographers, and 

he was elected President for 1999–2000. 

  Professor Golledge became legally blind in 1984. He now works almost exclusively in a multi-

researcher environment. Over the years he has worked with statisticians, educational psychologists, 

cognitive psychologists, cognitive scientists, developmental psychologists, economists, planners, and 

regional scientists, as well as transportation engineers, computer scientists, and information scientists. His 

collaborative research has taken place within the United States and in Canada, England, Sweden, The 

Netherlands, New Zealand, and Australia. He also has interacted extensively with the private sector, 



including state governments and transportation planning agencies in the states of New South Wales, 

Victoria, and West Australia in Australia; the National Government of The Netherlands; and with private 

firms in Japan, Canada, and the United States. 


